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Member’s Mark 2022 Private 
Reserve Pinot Noir, Russian River 
Valley ($12) A Russian River Pinot at 
this price seems too good to be true, but 
this solid, grab-it-and-go weeknight wine 
succeeds in offering convincing varietal 
aroma and flavor. Of course, it won’t cause 
sleepless nights for vintners in Gevrey-
Chambertin, but it could prove pretty 
unsettling for other producers selling Pinot 
for $20 at a time when consumers are 
quite price-conscious. 89

Hectic 2022 Sauvignon Blanc, 
New Zealand ($15) Comprising 
fruit from Gisborne on New Zealand’s 
North Island (70%) and Marlborough 
on the South Island (30%), this cleverly 
crafted and impressively complete wine 
hits a successful balance between edgy 
citrus notes and broader, more rounded 
suggestions of white melon. It’s expressively 
aromatic but not pungent, with energetic 
acidity that doesn’t translate as sour thanks 
to a touch of balancing sweetness. 92

WILSON DANIELS

Angels & Cowboys 2023 
Rosé, Sonoma County 
($16) Neither austere nor 
overly flashy, this rosé gets 
things right by way of simple 
but pure and satisfying aromas 
and flavors. Strawberry and 
red cherry predominate, along 
with a fresh, tart edge of 
cranberry. Acidity is moderate 
but so too is ripeness, striking 
an effective balance with a 
modest alcohol level of 12.5%. 90

SHARE A SPLASH WINE CO.

The Infamous Goose 
2023 Sauvignon Blanc, 
Marlborough, New 
Zealand ($17) Some 
Marlborough Sauvignon 
Blancs seem more toned 
down than when the 
category first took the world 
by storm, but that’s not the 
case with this example, which 
shows sweetly ripe citrus and 
tropical fruit along with the 
intense acidity needed to balance them. 92

KOBRAND

Sean Minor 2023 
California Series Rosé 
of Pinot Noir, California 
($18) Fresh and tasty, this is 
made by the saignée method. 
Aromas and flavors show 
delicious red-fruit character 
while remaining reserved and 
light as befits a fine rosé. 91

Cult Wine Co. 2021 Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Lodi ($19) Red wines 
in a notably ripe, soft, faintly sweet style 
have cultivated something akin to a cult 
following in recent years. That’s good news 
for this aptly named release in commercial 
terms, but for buyers, the bonus is that 
it shows true Cabernet character, with 
blackberry and black cherry that extends 
through the finish. 90

Beckstone 2023 
Sauvignon Blanc, 
Columbia Valley 
($20) Wearing well sip 
after sip, here’s a 100% 
Sauvignon Blanc that 
seems to zig while so 
many others zag—and to good effect. 
It sees only steel before bottling, with a 
successful focus on purity and harmony. 
Notes of white melon and pear are edged 
with a squeeze of lemon. 92

Château La Nerthe 2023 
Les Cassagnes Rosé, 
Côtes-du-Rhône, France 
($20) One expects some 
punch from a producer that 
is famous for Châteauneuf-
du-Pape, and this release 
provides it with a well-aimed 
jab. Red berry predominates 
on both the nose and palate, 
providing plenty of flavor 
impact along with moderate 
weight and enough acidity to stay fresh 
through the finish. 92

KOBRAND

Altamana 2020 Grande 
Reserve Malbec, Maule, 
Chile ($21) Emphatically 
Chilean but still distinctly 
Malbec, this red shows 
less density and overt 
ripeness but more aromatic 
complexity than most of its 
Argentine counterparts, with 
little whiffs of cedar, spices, 
and eucalyptus. 93

KOBRAND

Peyrassol 2023 Reserve des 
Templiers Rosé, Côtes de Provence, 
France ($22) Unusually generous for 
Provençal rosé, this medium-bodied 
expression shows a soft bouquet at 
the outset, followed by ripe flavors of 
red berries. I once overheard someone 
bemoan the typically wispy style of the 
category by quipping, “I’d like some wine 
in my wine,” and that person would be 
pleased by this release. 92
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